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Tothe Leader

Prepare the Lesson

Coffee Break and Bible discovery leaders help people discover together
what the Bible says and means. They are not teachers but guides, facili-
tators, and conversation leaders.

This leader guide is meant to assist you as a small group leader by com-
ou in your own personal work. Always answer the study
first, using the suggested basic steps of preparation.
der material to enrich your understanding of the pas-

g your Bible study group meeting. You don’t
want to [ ion that the leader guide is an answer book.
The answers are
answers in God’s

Learn to think in ter
yourself questions and t

ing for the group discussion. You might want to start a group discussion
by saying, “What is in your ‘Conversation’ box? What would you like to
talk about together?”

If you are able to prepare and pray thoroughly before each group ses-
sion, you will be able to lead without frequent references to your notes.



This will free you to be more aware of the work of the Holy Spirit during
your group discussion time and to focus more effectively on your facili-
tation and leadership responsibilities. You will also be able to keep better
eye contact and listen more carefully.

Lead with Questions

Use questions to direct the group discussion. Draw out positive contri-
butions by asking questions. Break down difficult or unclear questions
concise ones. Also use questions to respond to wrong
nswers. If you learn to lead others into truth by using

ill be a good Bible discovery leader. The questions in
esigned to be used with the New International Version of
lations can also be used.

their own lives.
yet seem to be ap
Spirit’s work to

judgmental of persons who may not
you encounter together. It’s the Holy
d to people’s hearts. Tactfully let the

reflection and optional sharing. Try to offer at least
reflection time toward the end of each lesson, an



Introduction

In this section of Luke’s gospel we find Jesus on a journey. His destina-
tion—Jerusalem—becomes clearer throughout the study. He spends
more time intensely teaching his followers, often hinting at the final
purpose of his mission.

The first part of this study of Luke focused on Jesus’ birth and his teach-

kingdom citizens. The disciples are to imitate
assion for people. The meaning of this disciple-
journey toward Jerusalem.

e, we walk with Jesus and his disciples
on earth. Though the events of this

is not lost as Jesus’ friends
re than they could imagine.

i gur sake, ascended to
er his followers—
including us today!




Glossary of Terms

Abel—the second son of Adam and Eve. His jealous brother, Cain, mur-
dered him because Abel’s sacrifice was acceptable to God.

Abraham—the father of the Jewish nation. To him and his descendants
God promised the land of Canaan and a special relationship of mutual
faithfulness.

altar—the place in the temple where people sacrificed their animals and

ir offerings to the Lord in worship.

gers who carry out God’s will in this world and serve

ong to God.

hich God saved Noah’s family and

als from the flood.

Beelzebub—the ri s also called Satan.

Bethsaida—a city
Capernaum.

blaspheme—to assume
at or belittle God’s name.

the disciple Peter.

centurion—one of six to ten commanders ina
These men commanded at least one hundred me
selected for their leadership qualities.

as prescribed in the Old Testament, such as working in th
overseeing sacrifices, and performing other religious duties.
priest was chosen as the head of this group. He wore special robes,
had official authority, and performed rituals specific to his role.

Chosen One—O0ld Testament title for the special servant sent by the
Lord to lead the people in the ways of God.

Christ—the Greek word for “Anointed One,” and the equivalent of the
Hebrew word “Messiah.” Based on the Old Testament prophets,



Luke 10:25-11:13
2 Kingdom Citizens
Getting Started
We learned in lesson 1 that Jesus has begun his final journey to Jerusa-
lem during which time he is revealing that he is the Messiah. He pre-

pared the way by sending out a group of seventy-two ambassadors to
ood news that the kingdom of God had come. But what is

1. Luke 10:25-28
a. What does the

e What do you think was t E ing the
question?

e Why might this be a good question to “test

Experts in the law in Jesus’ day would have me
books of the Old Testament, and they would

Jesus would say. The question is an important one: he asks
kind of life that would result from obedience to God.

e How does Jesus reply to the man’s question?
e Why might Jesus respond with a question?

e Why does he want to know how the man interprets the law?
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By his response, Jesus shows that he too is well-versed in the law. Jesus
is concerned about the principles by which the man is “reading” that
law. These principles will tell Jesus much about the man’s ability to un-
derstand the law.

e How does the expert summarize the law? What word seems to
be the key to the summary?

uld be the primary object of one’s love? How extensive

law?

e Why is obedience necessary?

he knows to be right, he will be practicing the kind of love requi
kingdom citizens. Jesus here is simply emphasizing a truth that was
known by all the religious leaders of his time.
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2. Luke 10:29-37
a. Why does the expert question Jesus further?

b. In Jesus’ story, what happens to the man who was going to Jericho?
c. How do the three men who encounter the victim respond to his need?

d. How does this story answer the expert’s question?

now Jesus’ definition of a neighbor.

ight be Jesus’ reasons for telling a
aightforward answer?

with the road from Jericho to Jerusadlem. It wa
for any practicing Galilean Jew to take to the religio asts in Jerusa-
lem. However, this stretch of road was a lonely, r, route, and it was
notorious for the robbers that preyed on trav . Because this i

travelling alone rather than as part of a caravan,{ig;is all the m
less once he falls into the robbers’ hands.

e Who first encounters the beaten man? What is
condition?

e What does the priest do?

Ironically, the first person to come by, a priest, is in charge of temple
rites. He knows exactly what the law requires of him (see Lev. 21:1-4). His
behavior with respect to the beaten man is understandable, for he is not
supposed to make himself ceremonially unclean for any person except
the closest of relatives. However, in passing by on the other side, the
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priest violated the law of love, a part of the Old Testament law that is just
as important as the law about ceremonial uncleanness.

e Who is the second man to pass by the injured victim? What is
his reaction?

This man is a Levite, a member of the Old Testament group entrusted
with the orderly functions of the temple. All priests were Levites,
t all Levites were priests. However, because of their mem-

.) No Levite would deliberately make himself unclean,
Testament requirements.

on to come down the road? How is this
the first two? What does he do when he

from that of the other two? How
ate the kind of love for neighbors

How does his
does his beha
that the law

That the man who showe ichbor is a Samaritan
would be especially galli

e What do you think motivates the Samaritan? How
Samaritan’s motivation different from that of the pri
the Levite?

The Samaritan was more concerned about the welfare of the victim than
slavish adherence to the fine details of the law. In this way, he is a prime
example of one who keeps the law as summarized in verse 27.
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e How does Jesus conclude the parable? How does the expert
answer Jesus’ final question?

Note that the law expert introduces the term mercy.

e What does mercy mean? In what ways had the Samaritan
shown mercy?

What does this say about how to fulfill the law?

law requires: mercy to people. The Samari-
e for a person to whom he had no obligation.

3. Luke 10:38-42
a. What words would yo

e To what home is Jesus invited?

e What is Martha’s attitude toward Jesus
attitude expressed in her actions?

e What is Mary doing? How does her behavior differ from
Martha’s? How are her priorities different?

Unlike Martha, Mary has taken the time to listen to Jesus, assuming the
role of a disciple. Take time to explain to your group that in Jesus’ day
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the religious leaders did not allow women to be instructed by teachers or
rabbis. Jesus’ support of a woman’s commitment to learning as opposed
to her traditional housekeeping role is revolutionary.

e How does Jesus reply to Martha? What is the “one thing”
needed? What is Martha most concerned about?

e What reassurance does Jesus give Mary? Why is her choice
ow will her choice be rewarded?

acknowledges Martha’s work and worry. But he points
rs that only one thing—being taught by Jesus and be-
disciple—is the most important thing. Not only does Jesus
irms the eternal consequences of her choice.

pond if Jesus were to visit in your home—
ore like Martha? Why?

e What can we story about setting priorities?
About busyngss? tractions that interfere with our

Take time with these que bers apply this very
familiar story to their ownTives.

4. Luke 11:1-4
a. What do the disciples ask of Jesus?

b. What picture of God does this prayer draw?
¢. For what things should we ask God?

On several occasions, Luke records that Jesus praye
9:18). No specific occasion is mentioned here, but as a f.
Jew, Jesus would have maintained the commonly observe
prayer.

e What do Jesus’ disciples ask him when he finishes praying?
¢ Why do they want to be taught to pray?

e Who is the model for their request?

32



Every Jewish teacher would have provided his disciples with a model
prayer for their use. Nowhere in the gospels do we have an account of
John the Baptist’s prayers. However, Jesus’ disciples want their teacher
to teach them about prayer, even as he has been instructing them on all
other matters of discipleship.

e How does Jesus “teach” them to pray? What elements of
prayer are present in the model that he gives?

e Lord’s Prayer” and has been memorized and recited
er since Jesus’ day. If you are leading a group that knows

ause of its familiarity. Be sure to explore it
ers will recognize its power and beauty.

e Towhomis
e On what basi i§eiples approach God?

as “Father”? What does
esus’ disciples to his

¢ Why should the
that title say about t
“Father”?

23). The link between knowing Jesus
here by the fact that his disciples
spiritual Father. Because of their link to their teache
can claim this same relationship with God.

e What two concerns come first in this p
come first?

We have already seen the significance attached to Jesus’ name in Luke 1
and 2. People were identified by their names. To use a person’s name was
to invoke him or her directly; therefore, people used names with great
care.

e To what kingdom does Jesus refer? Why would he be
interested in its coming?
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e Where have we heard such language before?

You might wish to refer your group to Luke 3:3-17, where John points for-
ward to the coming Christ, the King foretold by the prophet Isaiah. Here,
Jesus’ disciples are to acknowledge that the kingdom exists. By doing so
they acknowledge that their faith in God is based on their confidence in
the coming of God’s kingdom.

e W uests are the disciples to make?

ou characterize these requests? What is
out each one?

disciple who prays this prayer,

The request for forgiveness of sins is the reque
made by those who have already been redeemed.
ples also live a life of personal forgiveness. They
prayers the very forgiveness for others that t
In this way, they demonstrate both love for Go
actions—and love for their neighbors. With this ki
requested and granted daily—disciples maintain open c
with God and each other.

Your group may recognize that this prayer is not identical to t
common version in Matthew 6:9-13. Luke records only the essence of the
prayer. Missing from both versions is the traditional “For yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” Scholars consider this
conclusion to have been added by a copyist at a later date. Most transla-
tions do not include these words.
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5. Luke 11:5-10
a. What is the situation in this parable?

b. What will motivate the friend to comply with the request?
c. What is Jesus’ point about prayer?

Again, Jesus uses a parable to teach his disciples.

he disciples would have been familiar with
ds. You might remind your group of the same

What is more important : eed met, or
responding from the heart?

Jesus is saying that even a friend will not necessaril pond to another
friend in need, but he will respond to unceasing
friend might have very good excuses for not s

do so simply to get rid of the nuisance at the do
e What is Jesus’ point?

e What does this story have to do with prayer? Wh
tell this story after giving his disciples a model pray

Indirectly, Jesus is talking about the confidence with which we can
approach God in prayer. If a friend will respond to bold requests, even
those coming at an inconvenient time, how much more will God respond
to persistent prayer?
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The application of this parable to prayer comes in a familiar set of verses
(vv. 9-10) that again urge persistence in asking and confidence in finding.

e Who are Jesus’ disciples to ask?
e On what basis can Jesus’ disciples be confident of their asking?

e How sure can the disciples be that their requests will be
granted?

d persistence by his disciples, therefore they should
nd the doors will open to them.

e What is the primary i sus describes here?
What kind of gifts a i

o What is the difference b

e What is the point of this illustfation? W ]
teach us about God? What kind of gift comes

e What does this teaching tell us about th

Jesus turns to the father/son relationship to illu
that the Father gives his children. The analogy co

for the best thing of all, the Holy Spirit, God will certainly not give them
something cheap or harmful.
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Taking It Home
Luke 10:25-11:13
a. According to these verses, how should people keep the law of God?

b. What is the importance of prayer in the life of a follower of Jesus?

This lesson describes at least three ways in which Jesus’ disciples are to
act.

iscipleship mean in the story of the beaten man?
isciples of Jesus truly keep the law?

ance of doing God’s will as opposed to
d’s wi

ing other things. Finally, i rn what it means to
communicate with God.

anticipate when they make requests of

should they be asking for from God?

As you explore the essence of discipleship, be
learn about God in this section. Some of your

members who are hurting.
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An Invitation

Listen now to what God is saying to you.

You may be aware of things in your life that keep you from coming near
to God. You may have thought of God as someone who is unsympathetic,
angry, and punishing. You may feel as if you don’t know how to pray to
God or how to come near to God.

e Believe that Gg d that Jesus already paid the price for
your sins.

e Commit your life to G

nurture you as his chil Spirit.

Here’s a prayer to help you draw near to God:

Dear God, I believe that you love me. Please

Now help me to believe in Jesus with all my heart
accept that you came into the world to save me, not

I believe that my sins are completely forgiven because o
did for me. Help me to remember that what I did in the pas
ger makes me guilty or unworthy of being your child.

Thank you that you are making me completely new, that you will
teach me through the Bible how to be your child. Give me your Holy
Spirit, to help me pray and to teach me from your Word. In Jesus’
name, Amen.
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